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because of his relations with foreigners, and thus
been led to conceive an inflated opinion of his own
merits. The * dwarf bandits ' * having rebelled,
he seems to have been afraid that the large sums of
money, saved from numerous peculations, which he
had deposited in Japan might be lost; hence his
objections to the war. When the decree declaring
war reached him, his disappointment was great,
and he showed his resentment and treachery by
providing the c dwarf bandits ? with supplies and
munitions of war. His only hope was that the
6 dwarfs * would prove victorious and his prophecy
would thus be justified ; to this end he curtailed the
supplies for our troops at the front, diverting the
funds for the same to his own pockets. He would
strongly oppose all those who urged a vigorous
prosecution of the campaign, rejoicing at our defeats
and deploring our successes. All the military com-
manders of the forces under his orders humbly
compEed with his wishes, and invariably ran away at
the first sight of the enemy. The Censorate has been
full of Memorials denouncing the treacherous and
unpatriotic action of Li Hung-chang, so that there
is no need for me to say anything further on this
subject.

" But I would like to add that Generals Yeh and
Wei? who have been cashiered and whose arrest
has been decreed, are at this very moment in hiding
at Tientsin; they have made the Viceroy's Yamen
itself a place of refuge for absconding criminals. This
is a matter of common knowledge and undoubtedly
true. Then again we have the case of Ting Ju-chang,
who was ordered to be arrested, but who persuaded
Li Hung-chang to intercede for him, on the plea that
he was indispensable to China, being in possession of
a mysterious secret, an American invention which he
alone could manipulate, whereby all surrounding

1 l.e^ tfce Japanese (literal translation).